Welcome to 2012, a year full of promise, challenges and obstacles. However, for those of us in Christchurch that’s just the norm!!
My plan this year is to try and stay in touch on a more regular basis to inform, relay important information & maybe even inspire.
They say that there is always opportunity in adversity. That is as much about luck and “positioning”. To make good of any situation you have to actively seek the opportunities. It’s purely luck if they land in your lap.
So the message is get out, get active whether for business or pleasure and you might get lucky!!
Interest Rates:  
It would seem that floating rates will remain much the same throughout 2012 if we hear the Reserve Bank governor correctly. Good news for home owners with a mortgage. However looking out with the distinct possibility of a slow but steady growth in world economies and more so than anywhere in NZ, rises in rates are inevitable. Shorter term fixed rates are currently also very low at present, so for those on fixed incomes, looking for some surety in their household budget, fixing is a real consideration right now. Give me a buzz to discuss your situation.
Insurance:
For anyone entering the market for the first time in Canterbury, particularly looking at a new home package (And there are going to be some great ones around as these major new subdivisions open up) this is a major hurdle. For those relocating from Red Zones there are many challenges and for those with extensive damage in Green Zones, frustrating waits to get an idea of what is happening. For investors, running out of Landlord Protection cover in the coming weeks, the prospects are scary, particularly where properties can no longer be tenanted. Feel free to call me to discuss ways to overcome the shortfalls and fund the mortgage payments until you can relet.
Life in Christchurch:
For many, life in ChCh is simply about surviving. If you’re in the fortunate position of owning your own home, it’s quite possible, depending on area, that you are enjoying a small but significant increase in value. Informed opinion would suggest that trend will continue over the next 10 – 15, maybe 20 years, offsetting some of the cost of borrowing. So investing in property right now makes real sense, but get advice on the right investment for you. We can help!
Despite everything, Christchurch is a place of great opportunity. You just have to look for it!
Best wishes,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Peter Thompson.
